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                                   Infectious and Communicable Diseases

Prime Time is committed to the health and safety of all children and staff who play, learn and work here. As such, it will sometimes be necessary to require a poorly child to be collected early from a session or to be kept at home while they get better. In such cases the provisions of the health, illness and emergency policy will be implemented. 

In accordance with the procedures set out in the Health, Illness and Emergency policy, parents/carers will be notified immediately if their child has become ill and needs to go home. Poorly children will be comforted, kept safe and under close supervision until they are collected. 

If a child has had to go home prematurely due to illness, they should remain at home until they are better for at least 24 hours, or according to the times set out in the table below. If a member of staff becomes ill at work, similar restrictions on their return will apply. 

If a child or member of staff becomes ill outside opening hours, they should notify Prime Time as soon as possible. The minimum exclusion periods outlined below will then come into operation. 

If any infectious or communicable disease is detected on Prime Times premises, Prime Time will inform parents/carers personally in writing as soon as possible. Prime Time is committed to sharing as much information as possible about the source of the disease without naming individual children and the steps being taken to remove it. 

Minimum Exclusion Periods for Illness and Disease ( as defined by UKHSA 2023)
	Complaint 
	Exclusion period 
	Comments 

	Athlete’s Foot
	None
	Not serious but treatment recommended. No bare feet in the setting or sharing of towels, socks or shoes with others. 

	Chickenpox
	Until all vesicles crusted over, usually about 5 days from onset of spots 
	Protection needed for pregnant staff 

	Cold Sores (Herpes Simplex)
	None 
	Avoid contact with sores until healed. 

	German Measles (Rubella)
	5 days from onset of rash
	Protection needed for pregnant staff and advice. Preventable via 2 doses of MMR vaccine 

	Hand, foot and mouth
	None
	If large numbers affected contact UKHSA

	Impetigo 
	Until lesions crusted over and healed or 48 hours after starting antibiotics
	

	Measles 
	4 days from the onset of rash
	Preventable via 3 doses of MMR. Pregnant staff seek GP advice 

	Ringworm 
	None 
	Treatment required 

	Scabies
	Return after first treatment
	Household needs treatment too 

	Slapped Cheek / Fifth Disease/ Parvovirus B19
	None once rash has developed 
	Protect pregnant staff and seek advice from GP 

	Scarlett Fever 
	24 hours after treatment started 
	Contact UKHSA if 2 or more cases in setting

	Warts and verrucae
	None 
	Cover if barefoot

	Diarrhoea and or vomiting 
	48 hours from last episode
	

	E.Coli Typhoid or any food poisoning 
	48 hours from last episode or longer if required. 
	Contact UKHSA  if several cases 

	Flu 
	Until well 
	Report outbreaks to UKHSA

	Tuberculosis
	At least 2 weeks after starting treatment if pulmonary TB.
No exclusion for non -pulmonary TB or latent TB
	Always contact UKHSA for advice before advising parents and staff

	Whooping cough 
	After 48 hours of antibiotic treatment  or 21 days from onset of illness with no treatment 
	Contact UKHSA for advice 

	Conjunctivitis 
	None 
	If an outbreak occurs contact local UKHSA

	Diphtheria 
	 Exclusion essential 
	Contact UKHSA for advice

	Glandular Fever 
	None 
	

	Head Lice 
	None 
	Treatment is needed where live. 

	Hepatitis A 
	7 days after onset of jaundice 
	Contact UKHSA if outbreak 

	Hepatitis B, C, HIV
	None 
	Good hygiene practices when dealing with blood only

	Meningococcal meningitis/ Septicaemia 
	Until well 
	Contact UKHSA for advice

	Meningitis bacterial 
	Until well 
	Contact UKHSA for advice 

	Meningitis viral 
	None 
	

	MRSA
	None 
	Good hygiene needed with hand washing. Contact UKHSA for advice

	Mumps 
	5 days after onset of swelling
	Preventable via 2 doses of MMR vaccine

	Threadworms 
	None 
	Treatments recommended for household 

	Tonsillitis 
	None 
	

	Covid-19/ Coronavirus
	5 days for adults from the date of a positive test and 3 days for children 
	

	Respiratory symptoms (  cold, flu, Covid) 
	Should remain away until the child has no temperature and is well within themselves with only mild symptoms. Please see above exclusion for positive Covid 
	


If we have reason to believe that any child is suffering from a notifiable disease identified as such in the Public Health (Infectious Diseases) Regulations 1988 as amended, we will inform Ofsted. We will act on any advice given by UKHSA and inform Ofsted of any action taken. 
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